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upon it. And about the fyer thei have many trompets blowing
and other instrumentes and singers, and there be xv or xx men
arayed in maner of devilles, daunsyng and lepyng, shewing
moche plesure and ioye, and if he have a wife she is there
fol. 79^   acompayneing him wlout eny other woman, the which smiteth
her handes upon her breste, weping and crieng, and maketh
moche lamentacion. And all this is done by night after mid-
nyght, and xv daies after this the wydowe maketh a grete
feaste to al her kynsfolkes, and spetiallie to them that be nere
of kynne to her husband, and after that the feast is done, when
thei have well eten and dronkyn, and also she eteth of a certen
mete called betola, wher wl she shalbe as insensible and feling
no thing, and then she goeth wl her kynsfolke to the same
place where her husband was burned, richelie decked w* gold,
perlis and pretiose stones of divers kyndes, and ther is a gret
hole made in the grounde and filled w1 drie wode odoriferous,
and covered w4 a clothe of sylke, and about this be many
trompettes  and mynstrelles  of   dyvers  sortes plaieng   and
daunsyng, and also ther be many men clothed like devilles,
and the woman among them like one out of her wyt ronneth
from one place to another leping and daunsyng, and praieth
to those that be like devilles that thei shuld praie for her to
the grete devill that she maie be shortlie with her husband.
And at thes pornpe or feste ther be manie women. This she
dothe not wl anie maner hevynesse, but with as gret ioye and
pleasure as maye be, and in the meane season the fyre is a
kyndlyng, and when al the ceremonies be done she ronnes and
thei open the clothe of sylke that is before the fyre and so she
lepith into the fyre, and her next kynsfolkes that be there
caste in after her so moche of that wode that she is all covered,
and upon that thei put moche pytche that she shall brenne the
faster, for and if she shuld not this do she shuld be defamyd
and dishonored thorought all the contrey. And this custome
none kepith but the grete estates, as for the comon people
foL 8or   some be buryed in ther houses, some in ther gardens.
The naturalles of this countre dothe use the fetes to handle